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Reading Standards Foundational Skills

MA.1.d PK

Recognize and name some 
uppercase letters of the 
alphabet and the 
lowercase letters in one’s 
own name.

x  

1.d K

Recognize and name all 
upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet.

 x

7 Grade 1

Use the illustrations and 
details in a text to describe 
its key ideas.

o o o o

7 Grade 2

Explain how specific 
images (e.g., a diagram 
showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and 
clarify a text.

x x x

7 Grade 3

Use information gained 
from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and 
the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding 
of the text

x

7 Grade 4

Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain 
how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears.

x x

7 Grade 5

Draw on information from 
multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the 
ability to locate an answer 
to a question quickly or to 
solve a problem efficiently.

x

7 Grade 6

Integrate information 
presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as 
well as in words to develop 
a coherent understanding 
of a topic or issue.

x

MA.5 PK
Listen to and use formal 
and informal language. x x x x x

G4K G1 G2PK

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Speaking and Listening Standards



MA.1 PK

Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners during daily 
routines and play.

x x x x x

1 K

Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about 
kindergarten topics and 
texts with peers and adults 
in small and larger groups.

x x x x x     

1 Grade 1

Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade 1 
topics and texts with peers 
and adults in small and 
larger groups.

x x x x    

1 Grade 2

Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade 2 
topics and texts with peers 
and adults in small and 
larger groups.

x x x

1 Grade 3

Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly.

x

1 Grade 4

Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly.

x x

1 Grade 5

Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly.

x

1 Grade 6

Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own 
clearly.

x

2 PK

Recall information for short 
periods of time and retell, 
act out, or represent 
information from a text 
read aloud, a recording, or 
a video

o o o o o     



2 K

Confirm understanding of a 
text read aloud or 
information presented 
orally or through other 
media by asking and 
answering questions about 
key details and requesting 
clarification if something is 
not understood.

x x x x x

2 Grade 1

Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally or through 
other media.

x x x x

2 Grade 2

Recount or describe key 
ideas or details from a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally or through 
other media.

x x x

2 Grade 3

Determine the main ideas 
and supporting details of a 
text read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.

x

2 Grade 4

Paraphrase portions of a 
text read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally

x x

2 Grade 5

Summarize a written text 
read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.

x

2 Grade 6

Interpret information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how it contributes 
to a topic, text, or issue 
under study.

x

3 PK-K

Ask and answer questions 
in order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify 
something that is not 
understood

x x x x x x x x x x

3 Grade 1

Ask and answer questions 
about what a speaker says 
in order to gather additional 
information or clarify 
something that is not 
understood.

     x x x x

3 Grade 2

Ask and answer questions 
about what a speaker says 
in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather 
additional information, or 
deepen understanding of a 
topic or issue.

    x x x



3 Grade 3

Ask and answer questions 
about information from a 
speaker, offering 
appropriate elaboration 
and detail.

   x

3 Grade 4

Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker 
provides to support 
particular points.

 x x

3 Grade 5

Summarize the points a 
speaker makes and explain 
how each claim is 
supported by reasons and 
evidence.

  x

3 Grade 6

Delineate a speaker’s 
argument and specific 
claims, distinguishing 
claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not.

 x

4 Grade 1

Describe people, places, 
things, and events with 
relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly.

x x x x

4 Grade 2

Tell a story or recount an 
experience with 
appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive 
details, speaking audibly in 
coherent sentences.

x x x

4 Grade 3

Present information, 
findings, and supporting 
evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and 
audience.

x

4 Grade 4

Report on a topic or text, 
tell a story, or recount an 
experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to 
support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace.

x x

4 Grade 5

Report on a topic or text or 
present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas logically 
and using appropriate facts 
and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an 
understandable pace.

x



4 Grade 6

Present claims and 
findings, sequencing ideas 
logically and using 
pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to 
accentuate main ideas or 
themes; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear 
pronunciation.

o

5 K

Add drawings or other 
visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail.

x

5 Grade 1

Add drawings or other 
visual displays to 
descriptions when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings.

o

5 Grade 2

Create audio recordings of 
stories or poems; add 
drawings or other visual 
displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences 
when appropriate to clarify 
ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings.

o o o

5 Grade 3

Create engaging audio 
recordings of stories or 
poems that demonstrate 
fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add 
visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize 
or enhance certain facts or 
details.

o

5 Grade 4

Add audio recordings and 
visual displays to 
presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas 
or themes.

x

5 Grade 5

Include multimedia 
components (e.g., 
graphics, sound) and visual 
displays in presentations 
when appropriate to 
enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes.

o

5 Grade 6

Include multimedia 
components (e.g., 
graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify 
information.

o

MA.6 PK

Speak audibly and express 
thoughts, feelings, and 
ideas.

x x x x x

6 K

Speak audibly and express 
thoughts, feelings, and 
ideas clearly.

x x x x x x x

6 Grade 1

Produce complete 
sentences when 
appropriate to task and 
situation.

x x x x



6 Grade 2-3

Produce complete 
sentences when 
appropriate to task and 
situation in order to provide 
requested detail or 
clarification.

x x x x

6 Grade 4

Differentiate between 
contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting 
ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g., small-
group discussion); use 
formal English when 
appropriate to task and 
situation.

o x

6 Grade 5

Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
using formal English when 
appropriate to task and 
situation.

o

6 Grade 6

Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

o

1 Grade 3

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or 
speaking.

x

2 Grade 3

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing.

x

3 Grade 3

Apply knowledge of 
language to understand 
how language functions in 
different contexts, to make 
effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening.

x

6 Grade 3

Acquire and use accurately 
a range of general 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and 
career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when 
encountering an unknown 
term important to 
comprehension or 
expression.

x

1 Grade 6

Cite specific textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of science and 
technical texts.

o

Language Standards 



2 Grade 6

Determine the central 
ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate 
summary of the text distinct 
from prior knowledge or 
opinions.

o

3 Grade 6

Follow precisely a 
multistep procedure when 
carrying out experiments, 
taking measurements, or 
performing technical tasks.

x

4 Grade 6

Determine the meaning of 
symbols, key terms, and 
other domain-specific 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a specific 
scientific or technical 
context relevant to Grade 
6–8 texts and topics.

x

7 Grade 6

Integrate quantitative or 
technical information 
expressed in words in a 
text with a version of that 
information expressed 
visually (e.g., in a 
flowchart, diagram, model, 
graph, or table).

o

8 Grade 6

Distinguish among facts, 
reasoned judgment based 
on research findings, and 
speculation in a text.

x

9 Grade 6

Compare and contrast the 
information gained from 
experiments, simulations, 
video, or multimedia 
sources with that gained 
from reading a text on the 
same topic.

o

10 Grade 6

By the end of grade 8, read 
and comprehend
science/technical texts in 
the Grade 6–8 text
complexity band 
independently and 
proficiently.

o

3 Grade 3

Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events 
using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences.

x

4 Grade 3

With guidance and support 
from adults, produce 
writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task and 
purpose.

x

4 Grade 3

With guidance and support 
from adults, produce 
writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task and 
purpose.

x

Writing Standards 



4 Grade 4

Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

 x x

4 Grade 5

Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

o

5 Grade 2

With guidance and support 
from adults and peers, 
focus on a topic and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by revising and 
editing.

x

5 Grade 3

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing.

x

5 Grade 4

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing.

x

5 Grade 5

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach.  

7 Grade 1

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects o o o x

7 Grade 2

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects (e.g., read a 
number of books on a 
single topic to produce a 
report; record science 
observations).

x x x

7 Grade 3

Conduct short research 
projects that build 
knowledge about a topic.

x

7 Grade 4

Conduct short research 
projects that build 
knowledge through 
investigation of different 
aspects of a topic.

x x

7 Grade 5

Conduct short research 
projects that use several 
sources to build knowledge 
through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic.

x



8 Grade 1

With guidance and support 
from adults, recall 
information from 
experiences or gather 
information from provided 
sources to answer a 
question. x x x x

8 Grade 2

Recall information from 
experiences or gather 
information from provided 
sources to answer a 
question.

x x x

8 Grade 3

Recall information from 
experiences or gather 
information from print and 
digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided 
categories.

x

8 Grade 4

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a 
list of sources.

o o

8 Grade 5

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and 
finished work, and provide 
a list of sources.

o

1 Grade 6

Write arguments focused 
on discipline-specific
content.

o

2 Grade 6

Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the 
narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, 
or technical processes.

o

4 Grade 6

Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

o

5 Grade 6

With some guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well 
purpose and audience 
have been addressed.

o

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12



7 Grade 6

Conduct short research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a self-
generated question), 
drawing on several sources 
and generating additional 
related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.

o

9 Grade 6

Draw evidence from 
informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research.

o

10 Grade 6

Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

o

X = addresses standard
o = partially addresses standard


